Town of New Castle
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Trash and Recycling Fee to Increase
Do a Google search for recycling costs, and you will
find plenty of news about the challenges facing the
recycling industry nationwide. Locally, those
challenges will bring an increase in utility rates next
year.
At one time trash collecting companies were paid for
some of the materials they brought to recycling
companies. That all changed, however, as the supply
of recyclables exceeded demand, and as China, the
primary market for recyclables, changed policies and
prices. Now local trash collectors, like Mountain
Waste, must pay ever-increasing fees to recycling
centers. Mountain Waste has seen a 300% increase
in those fees over the past three years.
In addition to the recycling costs that are being
experienced nationally, there has been a local cost
increase. Glenwood Springs has assumed

management of their own landfill at South Canyon.
With that change, the charges to dump trash at the
South Canyon landfill have been increased by over
22 percent.
This fall the Town solicited bids from both service
providers doing business in our area in order to
assure best pricing for Town residents. Our current
provider, Mountain Waste, submitted the low bid. It is
worth noting that Mountain Waste has not increased
their charges for labor, fuel and transportation. The
increase to New Castle customers is based entirely
on the increased dumping fees.
The bottom line is that beginning January 1, 2020,
trash and recycle rates will increase to $30.14 per
month ($26.65 Senior Rate). Residents will see that
increase for the first time in the February 1 utilities
bill.

Chili Battle Heats Up!
On Saturday, December 7, chili cooks from throughout the area
will compete for Best in New Castle honors. The annual Chili
Cook-Off and Holiday Tree Lighting will be held in Burning
Mountain Park on Saturday, December 7, at 5 pm. A $7.00
admission fee will give attendees the chance to sample a wide
variety of chilies, vote for their favorite, and share Christmas
lists with Santa. Once again there will be free photos with Santa
Claus. This year the Photos with Santa will be sponsored by
Sotherby Realtor, Alisha Riddile and Georgina Ford
Photography. A hot chocolate station sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce will help keep everyone warm.
Entertainment will be provided by Liberty Classical Academy,
Riverside Middle School and Oran Mor. There is still time to
enter your award-winning chili in the cook-off, however you
must act now! Contact Debbie Nichols at Town Hall, 984-2311.
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New on Main Street
New Castle now has a
crosswalk light on Main Street,
at the 4th Street intersection.
Pedestrians can press the
button to alert drivers that they
are crossing.
And in January there will be a
new electric vehicle charging
station at the temporary
parking lot at 6th and Main,
near the RFTA bus stop. The
single station has two charging
plugs. It was installed by the
Public Works Department and awaits completion from Xcel
Energy. The project was funded by a grant from “Charge
Ahead Colorado” through the Colorado Department of
Energy.

Symphony Returns to New Castle
The Symphony in the Valley first performed
in New Castle two years ago. On December
6, they will return to perform The Nutcracker
Strikes Back at New Hope Church.
The symphony invites residents to “twirl into
the holiday season with Sugar Plum Fairies,
Toy Soldiers, Flutes, Waltzing Flowers, and
the occasional Storm Trooper.” Local
dancers will join the symphony for the
Nutcracker portion of the concert, which will
also include additional holiday-appropriate
music from the orchestra.
Friday, December 6 at 7:00 pm, at New
Hope Church. Tickets are $17 in advance or
$20 at the door.

You will not need to
register an account on
Once again the New Castle Lions are ringing the
SignUp.com, and
bells for the Salvation Army. They invite other
SignUp.com will not
residents of our generous community to join them at
share your email address
City Market between now and December 24.
with anyone. The local
Salvation Army uses all
To sign up for bell time, please find the link on the
Lions web site: http://newcastlelions.org/. Enter your funds collected for local
email address and choose your times. SignUp.com needs, providing emergency short-term assiswill send you an automated confirmation and
tance for families in need.
reminders.

Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army

cle at NCCC, free
Thursday, December 5, 2 pm: Adult Social Game Time
at NCCC, free
Friday, December 6, 2 pm: ART at Apple Tree Park, $10$15
Sports Programs
Boys Youth Basketball
3rd & 4th Grades: Includes practices twice
a week with games against other area teams
on Saturdays.
5th & 6th Recreation League: Beginner
skills development, focused on equal play,
and easy going fun basketball
5th and 6th Competitive League: Intermediate
skill development, more competitive play/
league.
Dates: January 6 - March 7,2020
Days/Times: TBD
Arts and Enrichment Programs
Monday, December 2, 6:30 pm: Community Drum Cir-

Friday, December 20, 11 am: Smoothies 101 for Kids
at NCCC, Kitchen, $20
Monday, December 23, 6 pm: Fancy Pies at
NCCC, Kitchen, $20
Monday, December 30, 10 am: Cozy Pocket Fox
Project at NCCC, $20
Saturday, January 4, 10 am: Doll House Workshop at NCCC, $75
Monday, January 6, 6:30 pm: Community Drum
Circle at NCCC, free
No Preschool Playtime in December. We will
every Wednesday starting January 8.

resume

We now offer New Castle Recreation Gift Certificates
online. Visit newcastlerec.com for more details

New Castle
Chamber of Commerce
“Growing Business, Building Community”
Support Your Community - Use Local Vendors - Shop Locally

Did You Know That…


The New Castle Lions Club
fed over 150 guests at their
annual turkey dinner in
November.



150 people encountered New
Castle’s history at the Spirit
Walk on a chilly November
evening.



The 2019 Rocky Mountain
Regional; Cyclocross
Championships will return to
New Castle. December 7 and
8 in VIX Park.



Starting December 14, RFTA
will provide bus service in
New Castle every half hour.

Angel Tree at the River Center
River Center will be accepting
donations for their Angel
Tree until December 10.
If you need more information, call 984-4333.

As 2019 draws to an end, we at the New Castle Chamber are proud
of what we’ve been able to accomplish in the past 12 months. Some
of the local organizations and events we’ve been able to support
include: New Castle Trails, Cinco de Mayo, New Castle Recreation,
Dirty Hog Dash, Hogback Hustle, Burning Mountain Festival and
Holiday Tree Lighting & Chili Cook-off. After a six-year hiatus, the
Chamber brought back the Spirit Walk last month. It was a big
success and we look forward to making it an annual event. In
addition, we have hosted thee Business After Hours events,
providing our members with networking opportunities. We plan to
hold these events bi-monthly in the coming year. The Chamber is
especially excited to announce that we will be hosting monthly
Family Bingo Nights beginning early in 2020.
We’d like to thank all our members for supporting the New Castle
community through their Chamber membership. By joining
together, we can each succeed and help our community grow. If you
are not already a member of the Chamber, we encourage you to join
by calling the Chamber Office at 970-984-2897.
Chamber officers for 2020 are: Siobhan Millholm (President), Craig
Snow (Vice-President), Mari Riddile (Secretary), Debby Stephens
(Treasurer) and Debbie Nichols (Town Liaison). The Chamber meets
on the second Tuesday of the month (January-October) at 7:00 at
the New Castle Community Center. The Annual Budget Meeting is
held in November. All members in good standing are encouraged to
attend the monthly Board meetings and become more involved with
the Chamber.
The Board would like to wish everyone Happy Holidays and all the
best in the New Year.

Record Voter Turnout in November
New Castle voters turned out in record numbers for
the November 5th election. A remarkable 45.33%
(1194 of 2634 registered voters) cast ballots. That
percentage far exceeded the other voter districts in
Garfield County, and according to Town Clerk Melody
Harrison, this is the largest percentage of voter
participation on record for New Castle.

effect on January 1.

Ballot issue 2C received 698 yes votes (58.85%),
with 488 no votes. Voters agreed to extend a 1.645
mill levy, which had been scheduled to expire in
mid-2020. The expiring levy was used to pay the loan
for the new wastewater treatment plant. The
extension of that mill levy is designated for Police
Department training, retention, equipment and
vehicles; continued maintenance and expansion of
soft-surface trails; and paying down the existing VIX
Park construction loan.

New Castle had two tax questions on the November
ballot. Both of these ballot questions passed. Ballot
Issue 2B, imposing a new local tax on cigarettes and
At its November 19 meeting, the Town Council
other tobacco products, garnered 794 yes votes
passed resolutions imposing the two voter-approved
(66.67%), with 397 voting no. The new tax will take
taxes.
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Town Council Highlights for
November 2019


Heard Updates from
Youth Zone, the New
Castle Chamber of
Commerce and the
New Castle Police
Department



Approved a
Fermented Malt
Beverage Liquor
License Renewal for
Stop N Save





Approved Resolution
BOZA 2019-1
Approving a Variance
for Property Located
at 228 N 7th Street

Approved a Hotel &
Restaurant Liquor
License Renewal
Application for
Grove’s Black Dog
Saloon



Approved Resolution 
TC 2019-22
Opposing the
Expansion of the
Mid-Continent Quarry

Approved Ordinance
TC 2019-7
Implementing a Tax
on Tobacco and
Nicotine Products



Approved a Tasting
Permit and Retail
Liquor License
Renewal Application
for New Castle
Liquors



Approved Ordinance
TC 2019-8
Implementing a Voter
Approved Ad Valorem
Property Tax

Dates to Put On Your
2019 & 2020 Calendar
December 6: Symphony in the Valley, “ The
Nutcracker Strikes Back,” 7 pm, New Hope
Church
December 7 & 8: MAD Cyclecross, VIX Park
December 7: Holiday Tree Lighting & Chili
Cook-off, 5-7 pm, Burning Mountain Park
December 20: Ritter Plaza, Visit from Santa,
6-7:30 pm

Upcoming Events at Town Hall
Town Council— December 5, 19 and January 7, 21.
Planning & Zoning-2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month
as needed.
Historic Preservation Commission-6:30 p.m. on the 3rd Monday
of the month as needed.

Another Successful Food Drive
Cub Scout Pack 221 and Boy Scout Troup 221 held
their annual food drive for Lift-Up in November,
collecting over 8500 pounds of food. The scouts,
along with their leaders, parents, adult friends and the
Coal Ridge Honor Society, went door-to-door
throughout town. Additional food contributions were
collected at City Market.
According to John Harcourt, the food collected
amounted to over 4 pounds of food per New Castle
household. He thanked all of the very generous families that made this once again the best food drive in
the valley. He will be happy to talk to parents about
the scouts; call him at 970-984-0288.

Climate Action Advisory Commission-3rd Wednesday of the
month as needed.
Parks, Open Space, Trails and Recreation-1st Wednesday of
the month as needed.
Town Hall will be closing at 12 noon, December 24 and
December 31. Town Hall will be closed December 25 and
January 1.

