
January 2017 

 

Town of  New Castle 

Newsletter  
A Monthly Update for Residents 

March 2019 

Liberty Classical Academy Wins National Award 

This winter, Liberty Classical 

Academy Middle Schoolers 

participated in the Future City 

engineering competition. Ac-

cording the Future City web 

site: 

“Future City starts with a 

question—how can we make 

the world a better place? To 

answer the question, 6th, 7th, 

and 8th grade students imag-

ine, research, design, and 

build cities of the future that showcase their solu-

tion to a citywide sustainability issue.” 

In January, the LCA team won first place in the state 

competition, as well as the People’s Choice Award, 

the NRO STEAM Ahead Award, the Best Oral 

Presentation, the Best Physical Model and the Best 

Land Surveying. This was the second year that LCA 

students won in Colorado. In February they partici-

pated in the National Competition in Washington, 

D.C., competing against 45 other teams and winning 

the Best Use of Aerospace 

Technology award. 

As their project, the students 

created the future city of 

"Jutenheim."  They built a 

scale model, researched and 

wrote an essay, played Sim 

City and prepared a 7 minute 

presentation to a panel of en-

gineers, followed by a ques-

tion and answer session.  

Their aerospace technology component was a hy-

drofoil in the shape of an airplane wing. It sits at the 

bottom of the ocean and catches the current of the 

ocean to rotate. This rotation is then used to turn a 

generator. 

Participants in creating the winning project included 

students Ian Robinson, Aubrey Morton, Paige 

Wiethoff, Carter Fulk, Annie Talbott and Will Feen-

ey. Their teacher coach was Dorothy Bleakley, 

with the help of mentors Russell Talbott and Na-

than Bleakley.  

BLM Volunteer of the Year 

At the New Castle Trails Winter 

Conference on February 15, New 

Castle’s Adam Cornely was sur-

prised with the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) Volunteer of 

the Year award for the state of 

Colorado. 

Cornely worked closely with the 

BLM to open the trail network north of the Colorow 

Trail, gathering and supervising a corps of volun-

teers. This summer, New Castle Trails will work on 

trail maintenance, making further improvements to 

VIX Park, and planning additional trails east toward 

Canyon Creek. 

On August 10, New Castle Trails will host the New 

Castle Rides and Reggae Festival in VIX Park. 
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   Did you know thatéé.. 

* The Town Council meets on the first and 

third Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 pm 

in Town Hall. Everyone is invited to at-

tend meetings. Agendas are available at 

the Town’s notice boards and on the 

Town’s web site. They are posted on 

Friday afternoons preceding each meet-

ing.   

* A small group of residents would like to 

revive the Spirit Walk in Highland Ceme-

tery next fall. Lots of volunteers will be 

needed. If you might be interested in 

helping, talk to Noreen Nolen at Making 

New Waves to get more details.   

* Liberty Classical Academy has received 

a grant from the Colorado Health Foun-

dation to build a park in Apple Tree Com-

munity. The Town of New Castle part-

nered in the grant application.  

* There is an opportunity to participate in 

Town government? Volunteers are being 

sought to serve on the Planning and 

Zoning Commission. Contact Deputy 

Town Clerk Mindy Andis in Town Hall. 

 

 

 

Micro Soccer (Ages 4-8): April 1- May 17 in Alder 
Park. Micro Soccer utilizes small-sided games to 
provide positive recreation co-ed soccer experiences 
for children ages 4-8. Practices are 1-2 times a week 
with Friday games. Cost: $50 + $10 for new jersey. 
Register by 3/22/19.                                              
Harcourt 3G Fly Fishing Clinics:                          
Fly Fishing 101: Saturday, March 23, 1-4 pm at the 
Community Center. Learn basics of fly fishing and 
how to cast properly with local fishing guide John 
Harcourt. Topics include entomology, equipment, 
knots and casting. Cost $25 (or $40 for both 101 and 
102).                                                                        
Fly Fishing 102:  Saturday, March 30, 1-4 pm at 
Grand River Park. Participants will head down to the 
Colorado River to practice the fly fishing skills 
learned in Fly Fishing 101. Cost $25 (or $40 for 101 
and 102).        

Coed Soccer 8 vs. 8 League (Ages 16+):           
Sundays, April 7-June 9, 1-6 pm at Grand River 
Park. Adult co-ed recreational soccer league. There 
is a minimum of five males and three females with a 
maximum of 16 players on a roster. Cost: $350 per 
team 
Gluten-free Momma in the Kitchen: Wednesday, 
March 6 at 6 pm in the Community Center. Join New 
Castle's very own Gluten-Free-Momma, Holly Pihl, 
for tips on cooking and baking gluten-free. We will 
make, bake and take one of her favorite recipes. 
Cost:$20 per person. Must register no later than 
March 4th.                                                                 
St. Patrickôs Crafts for Kids: Friday, March 15, 10-
12 am at the Community Center. There will be multi-
ple craft project stations set up for kids ages 3 to 13. 
Children registered online before March 14th can 
participate in all stations for a fee of $15 per child. 
Design Your Own Colorado Flag Wood Sign with 
Inky Hands Studio:  Saturday, April 6th from 6-8pm 
at the Community Center. Cost: $40.00 per person. 
Deadline to register: 4/3/2019.  

Valley View Health Fair 

Valley View Hospital, in cooperation with the New Castle Li-

ons Club, will offer the annual Community Health Fair on Sat-

urday, March 16, from 7:00 to 10:00 am at Coal Ridge High 

School. The Health Fair provides residents with the opportuni-

ty to take control of their health with a wide range of free ex-

ams. Health professionals will check blood pressure, BMI, 

body composition, vision and hearing, as well as performing 

skin cancer screening and breast cancer risk assessment, 

The Health Fair also offers blood screening for discounted 

fees. The Health Fair Profile, for $45, checks electrolytes, kid-

ney function, glucose, liver function, HDL/LDL cholesterol, tri-

glycerides, magnesium and TSH – thyroid. Many other specif-

ic blood tests are also available for additional fees. Everyone 

having blood drawn should fast for 12 hours before screening 

and drink plenty of water (but no coffee or tea). Diabetics 

should not fast. 

The Lions Club will once again be assisting at the Health Fair. 

They will also be collecting old 

glasses for donation to those in 

need. Additional volunteers are 

invited to join the Lions in this im-

portant work: Contact Harry Gar-

ner (970-874-0673) or Sue Rug-

gles (425-246-3330). 



New Castle 

Chamber of Commerce 

ñGrowing Business, Building Communityò 

Support Your Community - Use Local Vendors - Shop Locally 

Dates to Put On Your                     

2019 Calendar 

March 16 - 7 am, Valley View Health 

Fair at Coal Ridge High School                                          

March 23 & 30 - Fly Fishing Clinic. Pre-

register at Community Center                                    

May 4 - Cinco de Mayo Celebration                                            

May 4 - Fishing Derby                        

May 18 - New Castle Garage Sale            

May 26 - BBQ with a Cop                                  

June 22 - NCPD Annual Bike Rodeo   

Ritter Plaza Music Series                       

to Return 

The popular Music in Ritter Plaza se-

ries will return for summer of 2019. 

Once a month local musicians will per-

form in the downtown park. Mark your 

calendars now.                                  

June 23, 5:00-6:30 pm: Rodrigo Arre-

guin                                                               

July 19, 6:30-8:00 pm: Porch Pickers                                                

August 23,  6:30-8:00 pm: Frank Mar-

tin                                                         

September 20, 6:30-8:00 pm: Amy 

Mathesius                                                                       

December 20, 6:00-7:30PM: Santa 

and Cocoa!  

An additional special music event in 

Ritter Plaza is scheduled for Friday, 

August 9, from 5:00 to 8:00 pm, spon-

sored by New Castle Trails. Partici-

pants in the Dirty Dozen race on Satur-

day will have the opportunity to regis-

ter. Three bands which will perform at 

VIX Park on Saturday will give a pre-

view of the Rides and Reggae Festival: 

MountainUs, Beyond Bridges and 

SoulFeel.  

The New Castle Chamber is pleased to feature Elk Creek Mining 
Company and the Ore House Inn.   
 

Owned and operated by John Weber, Elk Creek Mining Compa-
ny has been serving a delicious variety of food in an eclectic at-
mosphere since September 1999.  Elk Creek Mining Company 
offers an extensive selection ranging from salads, burgers and 
pastas to steaks and wide range of Mexican dishes. The friendly 
staff serves regular diners from New Castle and beyond, as well 
as visitors to town.   

In January of 2018, Weber opened the Ore House Inn adjacent 
to Elk Creek Mining Company.  The Ore House Inn has 3 guest 
rooms with a fourth opening in May and another following in Au-
gust.  Each comfortable, inviting and tastefully appointed room 
features its own unique theme.   Weber said while a reservation 
is usually necessary, depending on the time of year he occasion-
ally has rooms available for walk-ins.  Clients both domestic and 
international often find it convenient to book via Air BNB, Expe-
dia, VRBO or Home Away.  Since the Ore House Inn is relatively 
new, there isn’t a history to compare its success with; however 
Weber sounded proud when he noted that they had over 1,000 
guests last year. 

As if all that weren’t enough, entrepreneur Weber has come up 
with another way to enhance his guests’ experience.  While he 
presently has two standard 110 volt charging stations for electric 
cars, he will be adding two quick-charging 240 volt stations in 
early March.  The convenience of these stations allows Weber’s 
guests to charge their cars while enjoying a delicious meal at Elk 
Creek Mining Company or charge overnight while staying in the 
comfort of the Ore 
House Inn. 

Besides his exceptional 
hospitality to his guests, 
John Weber makes 
countless contributions 
to the New Castle com-
munity.  The 2016 Vol-
unteer of the Year win-
ner donates regularly to 
area schools and other 
local charities. 
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Town Council Highlights for  

February 2019 

¶ Met with Board of 
County Commission-
ers 

¶ Thanked Susane 
Ruggles for her contri-
butions to New Castle 

¶ Approved Ordinance 
TC 2019-1, Amending 
Contractor Licensing 
Requirements 

¶ Approved a Special 
Events Liquor License 
for RFMBA for the 
Winter Movie Night on 
February 15, 2019 in 
the Community Cen-
ter 

¶ Approved a Special 
Events Liquor License 
for RFMBA Registra-
tion Event on August 
9, 2019 in Ritter Plaza 

¶ Approved A Special 
Events Liquor License 
for the Town of New 
Castle Recreation De-
partment’s “Bad Art 
Night” on Saturday, 
February 23, 2019 

¶ Approved a Retail Liq-
uor Store Liquor Li-
cense Renewal for 
Spirits of New Castle 

¶ Met with the Garfield 
RE-2 School Board 

¶ Approved Resolution 
TC 2019-3, adopting 
a policy for citizen 
comments at public 
meetings 

¶ Approved Resolution 
TC 2019-4, endorsing 
an FMLD grant appli-
cation for street 
maintenance 

Upcoming Events at Town Hall 

Town Council— March 5,19 and April 1,15. 

Planning & Zoning-2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month             

as needed. 

Historic Preservation Commission-6:30 p.m. on the 3rd Monday 

of the month as needed. 

Climate Action Advisory Commission-3rd Wednesday of the 

month as needed. 

Parks, Open Space, Trails and Recreation-1st Wednesday of 

the month as needed. 

 

Spellebration: The Musical opens April 5 

Spellebration is the annual fundraiser for Literacy 

Outreach and the CMC Learning Labs, which to-

gether work to improve literacy in Garfield County. 

For the third year in a row, the Town of New Castle 

will sponsor a team at the event. Melody Harrison, 

Dave Reynolds and Debbie Nichols, who acquitted 

themselves well last year, will again represent the 

town. 

Spellebration is an adult costumed spelling bee. 

Thirty teams vie to be named Best Spellers in Gar-

field County and also compete for best costume 

and best fundraiser honors. This year participants 

will dress as musical comedy stars and be chal-

lenged to spell words of ever-increasing difficulty. 

The event always attracts a crowd of spectators 

and New Castilians are urged to cheer on their 

team. Admission is free for the public, though eve-

ryone will be encouraged to participate in one of 

the largest silent auctions in the area.  

Enjoy Spellebration on Friday, April 5 at the La 

Quinta Inn (Formerly Ramada) in Glenwood 

Springs. Doors open at 5 pm and spelling starts at 

6 pm. 

New Castle celebrated 131 years of history at the Founders Day Lunch-

eon in February. Pictured: Councilor Brandy Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem 

Grady Hazleton, Councilor Bruce Leland and Mayor Art Riddile. 


