Town of New Castle
Newsletter

A Monthly Update for Residents

December 2017
Council Election in April
On April 3, 2018 New Castle residents
will elect a mayor and three councilors.
The seats held by Mayor Art Riddile and
Councilors Bruce Leland, Scott Owens
and Greg Russi are up for election.
Councilors Grady Hazelton, Mary Metzger and Graham Riddile will continue to
serve.

Art Riddle, Mayor of New Castle, CO, greets Linda Wright, Lord
Mayor of Newcastle Upon Tyne, England.

Final Election Results
On Election Day New Castle voters were asked to approve a
one-time vehicle use tax, to be paid upon purchase of a new
or used vehicle. The funds generated were to be used for specific purposes, based on recommendations from a citizen
committee.
The vote was very close, and after all ballots were counted,
the result was a tie vote, with 440 in favor and 440 opposed. A
recount was held by the County Clerk on November 27, and
the final result remained a tie. According to Colorado law, a tie
vote defeats a ballot issue.
The 2018 Town budget will continue to fund public safety, recreation and some volunteer groups at
normal levels, but will not have additional support for these and other programs. The Town Council will continue
to work with community members and
look for other means to support the
important work of our community volunteers.

Council members serve for four years
and may serve consecutive terms. There
are no term limits. Candidates for mayor
or council must submit nomination petitions, which will be available in Town
Hall beginning Tuesday, January 2,
2018. Petitions with signatures from fifteen registered voters must be returned
to the town clerk by 5:00 pm on Monday,
January 22. Candidates must be qualified electors and must have resided in
New Castle for a least one year.

Annual Founders Day Celebration
February 10, 2018
In 2014, the Town Council read a Proclamation naming the month of February
as New Castle History Month, and establishing Founders’ Day as an annual
celebration.
This year’s Founders’ Day will be celebrated with a luncheon on Saturday,
February 10, at the Community Center.
Details will be provided in the January
newsletter.
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Why Get a New Castle
Business License?
It’s time for all New Castle businesses to renew their
business licenses for 2018. Unlike neighboring communities, New Castle does not charge a fee for licenses, Forms are available on the Town web site
(Business tab) or in Town Hall. The due date is January 1.
All licensed businesses are listed on the web site
business directory. This listing allows residents to
locate local providers of goods and services. In addition, in 2017 the Town published a print version of
the directory. An updated print directory of licensed
businesses will be published in March and will be
provided to new residents and others by the Chamber of Commerce and the Town.
Contractor licenses should also be renewed by January 1. There is a range of fees, depending on the
type of license applied for.

Did you know that……..


Amanda Wenzel, a New Castle native and
daughter of John and Lori Wenzel, was profiled
in The Criterion, the Colorado Mesa University
newspaper. Amanda was recognized for her
leadership of the Mavericks soccer team and her
academic success in the Colorado Mesa nursing
program.



Tuesday, December 5, is Colorado Gives Day. It
serves as a reminder to donate to local charities
or participate in state-wide opportunities to give.
See https://www.coloradogives.org/.



Dog licenses should be renewed by January 1. A
rabies certificate and a photo of the dog are required. License applications are available in
Town Hall or on the Town web site:
www.newcastlecolorado.org/departments/animal
-services.



New Castle band Stone Deaf (Dustin Chapin,
Cody Isaman, Scott Anderson and Jarron
French) signed with England-based record label
Black Bow Records.

Center. $10.00 drop-in fee.
December 28-December 30th: Junior Titans Basketball Camp (3rd-8th Grade). $40.00.
Upcoming Programs starting in January 2018.
December is the perfect time to get signed up for
New Castle Recreation programs. Many of our winter programs begin in January 2018, so December is
the perfect time to register. Here are just some of the
upcoming programs for NCR:

Futsal
Ages 4-8: Wednesdays, January 17-February 14,
at Elk Creek Elementary School.
5:00-5:45pm for ages 4-6; and 6:00-6:45pm for ages 7-8; cost: $40/$50 after 1/2/18,
Every Wednesday @ 10:30am: Ukulele Group. Eve- Ages 9-14: Fridays, January 12– February 23 at
Riverside Middle School.
ryone is welcome.
5:00-6:00pm for ages 9-11 and 6:00-7:30pm for agDecember 5th @ 7pm: Interval Kickboxing at the
es 12-14; cost: $60/$70 after 1/2.
Community Center. $5.00 drop-in fee.
December 9th @ 8-9:15am: Fitness Conditioning at
the Community Center. $10.00 drop-in fee.
December 9th @ 9:30am: Yoga at the Community
Center. $10.00 drop-in fee.
December 16th @ 8-9:15am: Fitness Conditioning at
the Community Center. $10.00 drop-in fee.
December 22nd: Deadline to register for boys’ 3rd-6th
grade basketball. Play begins January 2018
December 23rd @ 9am: Yoga at the Community

Youth Makers Studio (Ages 6+)
Fridays, January 5 - February 23, 2:00 - 4:00pm at
New Castle Community Center. Fee: $128; class
size: Min: 6 Max: 12; instructor: Lynne Cassidy. Register by Friday, December 29th.
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Mark Your Calendar these 2018
New Castle Events

New Castle
Chamber of Commerce
“Growing Business, Building Community”



February 10 - Founders Day



February 16 - New Castle Trails Movie Night

Support Your Community - Use Local Vendors
- Shop Locally

Local Businesses Support New Castle

New Castle Chamber of Commerce
Annual Meeting

New Castle businesses are generous supporters of their community. They give so much that
any attempt to list all their contributions would
certainly have too many omissions. Enough to
note some of their generosity.
Local businesses donate sponsorships to the
Burning Mountain Festival and the Community
Market, along with other Town and Chamber of
Commerce events.
They also hold benefits to support our local
schools. They loan equipment, distribute event
announcements, provide volunteers, donate to
local charities, provide space for events, offer
goods and services for silent auctions and contribute in countless other ways.
The best way to thank businesses for their
contributions is to patronize them whenever
possible. Shop locally!

The New Castle Chamber of met on November 16,
2017, to elect officers for 2018. The new board members are Siobahn Milholm, president, Craig Snow,
vice-president, Debby Stevens, secretary, Steve Junker, treasurer, and Debbie Nichols, member-at-large.
New Castle Businesses and all residents who’d like
to support Chamber activities can learn about membership at their web site:www.newcastlechamber.org.

The Benefits of Volunteering
With the new year just around the corner, think about
volunteering in your community. We have countless
great opportunities in New Castle.
Did you know what volunteering does for you? Our
current large cadre of volunteers report their feelings
of satisfaction from helping and the joy of working with
others. And there’s more: Volunteering can help save
resources; it can provide professional experience; it
strengthens the community; it offers learning opportunities; it encourages civic responsibility. And it looks
great on job applications!
Volunteers can create with the Garden Club and New
Castle Trails; they can help the less fortunate with the
River Center; they can help improve the town with the
Downtown group and the Lions Club; they can support
our institutions with the Friends of the Library and the
Historical Society; they can provide business support
with the Chamber of Commerce; they can help our RE
-2 schools. They can make a difference everywhere.

New Castle Cub Scouts help diners at the annual Lions Club Community Dinner. 287 people
were served Thanksgiving dinner.
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Town Council Highlights for

It’s been an eventful year!

November 2017

Each year offers more and more opportunities
to gather with friends and neighbors and to enjoy the Town’s amenities. Among the many
events in 2017:



Signed Contract with Microgrid for Community
Solar Subscription



Approved Liquor License Renewal for Kum &
Go, Stop & Save, New Castle Liquors and
Black Dog Saloon



Approved a Special Events Liquor License for
Chili Cook Off



Donated $250 to KSE 4th Grade for Little Library Project



Approved Resolution
TC-2017-23 – Approving an IGA with Intermountain Transportation Planning Commission

Safety First!
Drivers, pedestrians and bikers all have to work
together to assure safety for everyone.
Some less-than-safe behaviors seen recently in
New Castle: People in dark clothes crossing Main
Street after dark in the middle of the block; kids
sitting skateboards riding down the middle of the
street; cars failing to stop at stop signs; bikers
weaving through traffic; pedestrians crossing the
street while staring at cellphones; cars passing on
the shoulder; cars failing to stop for pedestrians in
a crosswalk; bikers ignoring stop signs;

Everyone using our streets is responsible for their
own safety and that of others. Be alert and travel
safely.

Upcoming Events at Town Hall
Town Council—December 5 and 19 and January 2 and 16.
Planning & Zoning--2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month
as needed.

February: Founders Day and New Castle
Trails Movie Night
March: Friends of the Library Mystery Night
April: Volunteer New Castle dinner
May: Town-wide Garage Sale and New Castle
Dental Open House.
June: Bike Rodeo and Town/Chamber BBQ
celebrating the many cultures of New Castle.
July: Freedom Celebration, Hogback Hustle
and opening of the Community Market.
August: Ritter Plaza Music Series.
September: Burning Mountain Festival.
October: Symphony in the Valley and Fall
Trails Conference.
November: Lions Club Community Turkey
Dinner.
December: Tree Lighting and Chili Cook-Off.

Garbage Rate Increase in January bill
As previously announced, a 3% increase in garbage and recycling changes, requested by
Mountain Waste and Recycling, was approved
by the Town Council in September. The increase of 3% (fifty-two cents per household) will
be effective on December 1, and will be reflected in the January utility bill.

Climate Action Advisory Commission--3rd Wednesday of the
month as needed.
Parks, Open Space, Trails and Recreation--1st Wednesday of
the month as needed.

Town Hall will be closing at 12 noon on December 22 and 29
Historic Preservation Commission--6:30 p.m. on the 3rd Monday
and will be closed on December 25 and January 1.
of the month as needed.

